MARTHA (RUGGLES) CURTIS, DAUGHTER OF BENJAMIN
AND DORCAS (WHITING) RUGGLES
OF NEW BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS

By Steven T. Beckwith and H. Allen Curtis

August 25, 1757 was a glorious day for the Ruggles family of New Braintree,
Massachusetts. The Reverend Benjamin Ruggles, minister of the New Braintree
Congregational Church, performed two marriages. His known daughter, Dorcas
Ruggles, married Edward Smith, and Martha Ruggles married Ebenezer Curtis.? But was
Martha a daughter of the minister? Might she be a niece or even awidowed sister-in-law?

The main purpose of this article is to show that Martha was, indeed, an
unrecorded daughter of the Reverend Benjamint (Samuel®*?, Thomas) and Dorcas
(Whiting) Ruggles.® New Braintree vital records include several Ruggles marriages, the
death of Reverend Benjamin on 12 May 1782 at age 81 years, 10 months, 8 days, and the
death of “Madam Rugles’ on 5 September 1778.* Benjamin Ruggles, Yae 1721, Harvard
1724, was ordained pastor of the West Parish, also called Lakeville, in Middleborough,
Massachusetts, then became the first pastor of the First Church at New Braintree in 1754.
There he remained the rest of his life.® The births of the first three of Benjamin’s children
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are recorded in Middleborough vital records: Benjamin on 15 December 1726, Mary on
10 December 1728, and Dorcas on 21 February 1730/1.° Unfortunately, church records,
which surely contained their baptisms and those of later children, are lost.” Lucius Paige,
in his history of Hardwick, lists severa more children referring vaguely to “other
sources’: Whiting born in 1733, Lucy born in 1740, Betsey born in 1745, and perhaps
Nancy.® Henry S. Ruggles includes Nancy with no qualification and adds Samuel born 13
January 1742.° Marston Watson lists al the above.’® None of these studies mention
Martha. There is no probate record for Benjamin, who outlived his wife. No land records
that reveal Martha' s identity have been found.

It is unlikely that Martha Ruggles would have been living alone at New Braintree,
but the fact that she married on the same day as Dorcas, does not mean that she was
necessarily her sister. Nevertheless, the chances are good that she was closely related to
the only Ruggles family living in New Braintree. In fact, following Martha in her married
life does lead to a record that identifies her as a daughter of Benjamin and Dorcas
(Whiting) Ruggles.

The Lives of Ebenezer and Martha (Ruggles) Curtis

Prior to marrying Martha, Ebenezer Curtis, described as a blacksmith, bought two
propertiesin New Braintree, on 2 July 1756 and 4 May 1757.** His occupation is akey to
tracing the couples many moves. Between the dates of those two deeds, Ebenezer, along
with Martha's brother, Whiting Ruggles, served in the Crown Point Expedition from 20
September to 5 December 1756 under Captain Paul Mandell.*?

Their first two children were born while Ebenezer and Martha Curtis were till
living in New Braintree and a third was born at Athol, Massachusetts, in 1763.2* On 7
October 1760 Ebenezer Curtis of New Braintree District, blacksmith, and his wife Martha
sold their homestead on the Ware River, seventy acres with house and other buildings, to
Wareham Warner.** They apparently owned no land in Athol.

By 1765 the Curtis family was living in Warwick, Massachusetts, where they had
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two more children, and lost their son Nathaniel.*®> While no purchase is recorded, in
November 1768 Ebenezer Curtis of Warwick, blacksmith, sold a hundred acres, the north
half of “Severances farm” in Warwick, to John White of Roxbury. *°

Their next move was to Windsor,Vermont. According to a town history, Ebenezer
Curtis “was a blacksmith from Warwick in the Province of Massachusetts, an active
patriot, a delegate to some of the early conventions, and one of Windsor’s representatives
to the first Vermont legislature.”” The Curtises lived a Windsor for some seventeen
years. On 30 April 1770 Ebenezer Curtis, a%ain called “blacksmith,” purchased “four
whole rights [or] shares of land in Windsor.”*® He and Martha joined the Congregational
Church of Cornish, New Hampshire, just across the Connecticut River from Windsor, on
4 May 1770, having been recommended by the Warwick Congregational Church.® On3
April 1774 Ebenezer and Martha were among severa couples requesting dismissa in
order to form a church at Windsor.°

Ebenezer appears to have been continuously involved in the palitics of the day in
Windsor. In May 1770 he was involved in the famous confrontation between Sheriff
Whipple of Cumberland County, New York, and the band of rioters composed of
residents of Windsor, upon the issue of the New Hanpshire grants.?* Ebenezer Curtis of
Windsor served as ensign in Lt. William Cooper’s company of the “UpEer Regiment
[Cumberland Co.],” Vermont, according to a list dated 15 August 1775.%° Although no
record of his appointment has been found, Ebenezer was referred to as “Capt.” at a
meeting in Windsor on 6 August 1776.> In May 1777, Ebenezer as “Town Clark,”
recorded that “it was put to vote whether the Town would proceed to Act according to
orders from the State of New York: Voted in the neggtive by a great majority.”?* On 30
April 1779 the Court of Confiscation, whose members were appointed by the genera
assembly of the State of Vermont, appointed Capt. Ebenezer Curtis “a Commissioner for
the sale of Confiscated Estates.” The commission document was signed 16 July 1779 by
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Governor Thomas Chittenden.?® Finally, Ebenezer served as judge of probate in the
Windsor District from 1782 to 1786.2°

As town clerk Ebenezer and recorded many deeds. Occasionally, his children
acted as witnesses. For instance, his sons John and Ebenezer, Jr. withessed the signing of
adeed on 25 February 1782.2" Then on 1 May 1784 Enenezer sold land a Windsor to his
son John. Nathaniel and Lucy Curtis witnessed the signing of the deed.?® Thus, the next
son to be born to Ebenezer and Martha after the death of Nathaniel in 1767 must have
been another Nathaniel. On 27 June 1782, Ebenezer, was elected deacon.?® However, on
3 Novegrgber 1787 Ebenezer and Martha Curtis were dismissed from the Windsor
church.

On 5 March 1786, Ebenezer Curtis purchased land in Hardwick, Massachusetts,
from Edward and Dorcas (Ruggles) Smith [his sister-in-law and her husband].®! At the
1790 census Ebenezer was livi ng at Hardwick with two other males over sixteen, one
under sixteen and three females.*> By an undated deed, acknowledged 28 May 1792,
Ebenezer Curtis of Hardwick [no occupation stated] and his wife Martha sold two tracts
of land, ninety acres and thirty acres, in Hardwick to Ephraim Doane.*?

On 1 July1792, “Nathaniel Curtis late of the County of Worcester in the State of
Massachusetts, now of Schuyler’'s patent in the County of Otsego, in the State of New
York, farmer” purchased land in Otsego County, New York®*. Then on 25 June 1793
Nathaniel Curtis, now a resident of Richfield, Otsego County, New York, sold land in
Richfield.3® On 1 September 1797 Nathaniel and his wife Huldah sold land in Richfield
to Nathaniel’ s father, Ebenezer. The Joseph Curtis who witnessed the signing of the deed
was probably Ebenezer’s youngest son.>® In 1800 at Richfield “Eberi Curtice’ had amale
16-26, himself over 45, and a female over 45 in his household.*” The first Congregational
Church of Richfield was established on 12 September 1803 with Ebenezer and Martha
Curtis listed as the first two members. Ebenezer was appointed moderator and clerk of
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the church. 38

Ebenezer Curtis made his last will and testament at Richfield on 8 May 1805 and
it was proved at Otsego County on 30 March 1807. Named heirs were Ebenezer’s wife
Martha and their seven children: John Curtis, Hannah Smith, Ebenezer Curtis, Lucy
Brown, Nathaniel Curtis, Sally Clark, and Joseph Curtis. Ebenezer caled hinself a
blacksmith and bequeathed his blacksmith utensils to his son Nathaniel. 3

Again Nathaniel Curtis led the way, this time north to Adams, Jefferson County,
New York. On 17 March 1807 he purchased property there.*® Two sources confirm that
this was the same Nathaniel Curtis. In late 1822 Lucinda, daughter of Nathaniel Curtis,
joined the Presbyterian Church at Adams and in 1825, with her husband, “Mr. Freeman,”
|eft that church to join the Baptist Church.** John Freeman, who had been a deacon in the
Baptist Church for over forty years, was of Ellisburgh, a town adjacent to Adams. He
“married Lucy, daughter of Nathaniel and Huldah (Weston) Curtis.”*?

Also joining the Adams Church in 1811 was Mrs. Martha Curtis, described as the
daughter of “Rev. Mr. Ruggles of New Bedford, Mass.”*® While “New Bedford” is
disconcerting, it is an understandable error for “New Braintree.” Frederick Lewis Weisin
his book, The Colonial Clergy and the Colonial Churches of New England, listed al the
Ruggles men who were clergymen in New England during the colonia era. There were
six of them and none had been a minister in New Bedford. Of course, anong the six, the
Reverend Benjamin Ruggles had been the minister of the New Braintree church from
1754 until his death in 1782.%* Since we have followed Martha (Ruggles) Curtis from her
marriage in New Braintree to Adams, New York, there seems no reason to doubt that
“Rev. Mr. Ruggles of New Bedford, Mass.” Was actually Benjamin Ruggles.

The Adams Church records also said that Martha Curtis had been a “professor”
(i.e., a church member) for 70 years when she died on 17 December 1826, at the age of
89 years and 3 months.*® Thus, if this statement is accurate, Martha Ruggles must have
joined the New Braintree church in 1756 (a year before she was married), and been born
in August or September 1737. Of the previously known eight children of Benjamin and
Dorcas (Whiting) Ruggles, Lucy was born probably about 1735 and Nancy about 1739.4°
If those dates are at least approximately correct, Martha's 1737 birth date would fit neatly
between those of her sisters, Lucy and Nancy.

Genealogical Summary
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MARTHA RUGGLES, daughter of Benjamin and Dorcas (Whiting) Ruggles, was born
at Middleborough, Massachusetts, about September 1737, based on her age at death. She
died at Adams, Jefferson County, New York, 17 December 1826. She married at New
Braintree, Massachusetts, 25 August 1757, EBENEZER CURTIS, who was born at
Roxbury, Massachusetts, 29 January 1733/4, son of Isaac and Mehitable (Craft) Curtis.*’
He died, between 8 May 1805 and 30 March 1807, probably at Richfield, Otsego County,
New York.

Children of Ebenezer and Martha (Ruggles) Curtis:

i JOHN CURTIS, b. New Braintree 16 Aug. 1758;*® admitted to the church at
Windsor, Vt., in 1782;*° m. Windsor 19 Dec. 1793 Patty HANNARS and lived there.*® He
was probably the John Curtis who served as a private in  Capt. John Marcy’s Co. of militia
on aroll dated Windsor 16 March 1781.°*

i. HANNAH CURTIS, b. New Braintree Feb. 1760,°* d. before 7 Dec.1807;>
m.Windsor 28 Nov. 1782 ASAHEL SMITH,>* b. Farmington, Conn., 5 Oct. 1756, son of
Steel and Lois (Spooner?) Smith, d. Windsor 12 June 1846, a Revolutionary pensioner.>®
Hannah was admitted to the church at Windsor in 1782.°

iii. NATHANIEL CURTIS, b. Athol, Mass., 15 May 1763,°" d. Warwick, Mass., 2
April 1767.8
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iv. EBENEZER CURTIS, b. Warwick 24 July 1765; he was of Henderson, Jefferson
Co., N.Y., when he d. 8 Oct. 1829 age 64 of apoplexy.®® He was possibly the Ebenezer
Curtis who m. Petersham, Mass, 14 Oct. 1789 Sarah Town.®* He was probably the
Ebenezer Curtis who marched on 16 March 1781 as a private in Capt. John Marcy’s Co. of
militiaon aroll dated Windsor 13 April 1781.%2

v. LUCY CURTIS, b. Warwick 24 June 1767;%® m. Windsor 28 Jan. 1787 JAMES
BROWN, b. Killingly, Conn., 9 Aug. 1767, d. Windsor 6 Jan. 1805, son of Briant and Molly
(Dunbar) Brown. %

vi. NATHANIEL CURTIS, b. 26 Aug. 1769, probably at Windsor,®® d. 14 June 1848 age
78 years, 9 months, 19 days, bur. Evergreen Cemetery, Grand Blanc Township, Genesee
Co., Mich.;%® m. (1) New Braintree 8 Feb. 1795 HULDAH WESTON,®’ b. Middleborough,
Mass., 10 Feb. 1767, daughter of James and Abigail (Dunham) Weston,®® m. (2) CHLOE
(FINNEY) CHASE,®® who d. 23 Nov. 1842, age 57 years, 3 months, 11 days, bur. with
Nathaniel. ° She had m. (1) Richard Chase, who d. 1806, probably at Paris, Oneida Co.,
N.Y.”* Nathaniel m. (3) Burton, Mich., 25 Feb. 1844 THANKFUL SALSBURY, "? who d.
18 June 1848, aged 69 years, 2 months, bur. with Nathaniel.”

vii. SALLY CURTIS, b. ca. 1773, probably at Windsor; possibly the Sally Curtis who
m. Hardwick, Mass., 14 July 1793 Nathaniel Clark,’* son of Edward and Anna (Jennison)
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Clark.”™

viii. JOSEPH CURTIS, b. probably ca. 1775, probably at Windsor. In the 1810 census of
Adams, N.Y., Joseph was listed next to Nathaniel Curtis.”® On 25 March 1815 Joseph
purchased lard in Adams abutting Nathaniel’ s southeast corner.”’

Seven T. Beckwith, of Bay Village, Ohio, and H. Allen Curtis, of Williamsburg, Virginia,
are both descended from Martha (Ruggles) Curtis and are both members of the Society of
Mayflower Descendants through Huldah (Weston) Curtis. Mr. Beckwith, a former president
of The Greater Cleveland Genealogical Society, may be contacted at
stevenbeckwith@comcast.net; Mr. Curtis may be contacted at buncurti s@juno.com.
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